
 

North Somerset Council 

 

REPORT TO THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

DATE OF MEETING: 28 JANUARY 2020 

 

SUBJECT OF REPORT: MOD 20 - WRINGTON WOODS - SECRETARY OF 

STATE ORDER DECISION  

 

TOWN OR PARISH: CONGRESBURY 

 

OFFICER/MEMBER PRESENTING: LUCY ROCA 

 

KEY DECISION: NO 

 

REASON: THIS PROPOSAL IS OUTSIDE THE COUNCIL’S KEY DECISION 

CRITERIA 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

  
That the Report be noted. 
 

1. SUMMARY OF REPORT 

 
This report is to inform the Committee that following a Public Inquiry on 18 to 20th 
September 2019 North Somerset Council (“the Council”) received the Planning 
Inspectorate’s decision on 12th December 2019 to not confirm the Order. The Committee is 
reminded that at its meeting on 26th July 2017, it was determined that the Committee 
oppose the confirmation of the Order when forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
determination.  
 

2. POLICY 

 
The maintenance of the Definitive Map should be considered as part of the management of 
the public right of way network and so contributes to the corporate plan “Health and 
Wellbeing” and “Quality Places””. 
 

3. DETAILS 

 
Footpath AX 16/31 was the subject of investigation following the submission of an 
application dated 19th July 1989.  That application claimed that Footpath AX16/31 should be 
recorded as a Bridleway.  Following the normal statutory procedure, it was determined by 
an Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State at a Public Inquiry on the 23rd to 26th May 
1995.  That Inspector’s decision was that the Order should not be confirmed. 
 
A second application was submitted to Avon County Council on the 25th February 1996, 
claiming that additional evidence had been found which proved that this route should be 
recorded as a Bridleway.  The applicants claimed that the previous Inspector’s 



interpretation of the evidence and final decision was inaccurate, however they did not 
choose to challenge that decision within the High Court.  
 
The current route of Footpath AX16/31 commences on Wrington Road on the driveway to a 
property called ‘The Woodlands’ and proceeds in a north easterly direction for a distance of 
approximately 170 metres where it then continues in a south easterly direction for 
approximately 100 metres. It then turns in a north easterly direction for approximately 250 
metres, then north north easterly direction for approximately 600 metres, then easterly 
direction passing the property called ‘Woolmers’ for approximately 830 metres before 
continuing in a north easterly direction for approximately 510 metres to the property called 
Corporation Cottage and turning in a northerly direction for approximately 70 metres to 
meet the Cleeve Hill Road.  A total distance of approximately 2530 metres. 
 
North Somerset Council’s Public Rights of Way Sub Committee considered this application 
on 15th November 2016 and formally resolved “That in respect of the claim that this footpath 
should not be recorded as bridleway that there was insufficient evidence to support the 
claim and declined to make an Order”. 
 
Following an appeal made by the applicants, Woodspring Bridleways Association, against 
the Council’s decision, an Inspector was appointed by the Secretary of State to determine 
the appeal who, in considering the evidence, took into account the relevant parts of the 
Wildlife and Countryside 1981 Act namely Section 53 (3) (c) (ii) which states that an order 
should be made on the discovery by the authority of evidence which, when considered with 
all other relevant evidence available, shows that a highway of a particular description ought 
to be there shown as a highway of a different description. The Inspector having considered 
all the evidence presented to him concluded that the appeal should be allowed and that an 
Order should be made. 
 
This decision of an Order to be made was considered by the North Somerset Council’s 
Public Rights of Way Sub Committee on 26 July 2017 and it was formally resolved that “the 
Sub-Committee object to the making of the Order and oppose the confirmation of the Order 
when forwarded to the Secretary of State for determination”. 
 
On 10th August 2017 Definitive Map Modification Order No 1 2017 was made to upgrade 
Footpath AX 16/31 to a Bridleway AX 16/31. Following the consultation of that Order, the 
Council received 25 representations, 21 of which were objections. Following the statutory 
procedure, the Order was sent to the Secretary of State to determine the Order on 28th 
March 2018. However, the Secretary of State refused to confirm the Order on the view that 
the submitted Order contained a fundamental error which was considered fatal to it. This 
resulted in the Council undertaking the Order process again and allowing objectors to re-
submit their objections during the consultation period.  
 
Following the making of Definitive Map Modification Order No 6 2018 on 7th June 2018 and 
the representations received, it was decided by the Planning Inspectorate to hold a Public 
Inquiry. That inquiry took place at Congresbury Memorial Hall on 18th September 2019 and 
lasted 3 days. It should be noted that the Council took the oppositional stance at this 
Inquiry.  
 
On 12th December 2019, North Somerset Council received the decision made by the 
Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State following the Public Inquiry. That Inspector’s 
decision was that the Order should not be confirmed. Details of the Inspector’s Decision 
can be found in Appendix 2 of this report.  
 



4. CONSULTATION 

 
The requirements of Paragraph 11 (4) of Schedule 15 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 state as soon as practicable after a decision not to confirm an order, the authority 
shall give notice of the decision by serving a copy of it on any person on whom notices 
were required to be served under paragraph 3 (2)(b) or 4 of Schedule 15 of the Act. 
Statutory objectors, the applicant and any supporters or interested parties were provided a 
copy of the decision letter by the Planning Inspectorate.  
 

5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

This report is for informative purposes only. There will be no further financial implications on 
this matter. 
 
Costs 
 
The are no further costs related to this project.  
 
Funding 
 
There are no funding requirements for this project.  
 

6. LEGAL POWERS AND IMPLICATIONS 

 
Section 53 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.  The Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 requires that applications which are submitted for changes to the Definitive Map and 
Statement are determined by the authority as soon as is reasonably possible, within 12 
months of receipt.  Failure will result in appeals being lodged and possible directions being 
issued by the Secretary of State. 
 

7. CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

 
Improvements or additional routes added to the Public Rights of Way Network encourage 
sustainable travel by enabling the public to walk, cycle or ride a horse across our District 
reducing carbon emissions and improving our Environmental footprint. 
 

8. RISK MANAGEMENT 

 
There will be no further risk to the Council. The applicant has the right to challenge the 
Inspector’s decision in the High Court. No further action is required for the Committee.  
 

9. EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

 
No - All rights of way are available for the population as a whole to use and enjoy 
irrespective of gender, ethnic background or ability and are free at point of use. 
 

10. CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS 

 
Any changes to the network will be reflected on the GIS system which forms the basis of 
the relevant corporate records. 
 

11. OPTIONS CONSIDERED 

 



As this report is for information only, there are no further options for the Committee to 
consider. 
 
 
 
 

AUTHOR 

 
Lucy Roca 
Access Officer DMMO – Ext 7539 
 

APPENDICES 

 
Appendix 1 – Location Plan EB/MOD 20 
Appendix 2 – Inspector’s Decision dated 12th December 2019 
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Appendix 1 
Location Plan EB/MOD 20 

 



Appendix 2  
Inspectors Decision dated 12th December 2019 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 



 


